
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1835 & 2230
Protecting information related tosexually transmitted diseases and HIV.

Health CareCommittee February 25, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Schual-Berke and Skinner (1835)and Schual-Berke and Murray
(2230).

BACKGROUND: Current law limits thedisclosure ofpersonally-identifiable datarelating tothe
human immunodeficiency virus(HIV)and sexually transmitted diseases(STD) to specific
categories ofpersons, e.g., public health officials, persons granted accessby a court order, law
enforcement officers, claims management personnel, certain state employees, etc.

Personswho violate these provisions can be found guilty of a grossmisdemeanor with
punishment ofup toone yearinjail and a $5,000 fine.

Presently, thereisno statutory requirement that:violations be tracked, health providers be
trained inthelaw,orthere be coordination ofconsumereducation on related confidentiality.

Presently, civil penalties arelimited to$1,000;thereisno requirement thateach violation be
countedseparately.

Presently, thereisno statutory requirement thatstate and local health officials enforce these
provisions orthattheybe removed fromoffice if theyfailed todo so.

The proponents of thismeasure believe that, in view of pendingexpansionof personally-
identifiable diseasecategories and the potential for unauthorized release, protections of
confidentiality must be strengthened.

SUMMARY: The DepartmentofHealth isrequired to:

Report annually totheState BoardofHealth theincidents ofunauthorized disclosures and
recommend preventing strategies.

Assist related providers, facilities, and agencies on methods tocomplywiththis act.

Developand implementa public educational programon theconfidentiality provisions
herein.

Criminal penalties areincreased froma grossmisdemeanortoa class C felony withpunishment
up tofive yearsinprison and a $10,000 fine. [This provision isinHB 1835 only]

Civil penalties areincreased to$2,000 witheachviolation beinga separate offense.
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Stateand local health officials must enforce theseprovisions and can be removed,fined, or
imprisoned if theydo not.
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